Mis-use of Drugs Policy
Definition of Substance Abuse: “the inappropriate and/or excessive use of psycho-active chemicals, prescribed medication, illicit drugs and solvents”. (Dept of Educ Circular No 1992/2 Misuse of Drugs).
N.B The possession and/or use of illicit drugs is a criminal offence.
The school must comply with all legal requirements. Should a
student be found in possession of an illicit substance the relevant authorities will be contacted (i.e. Social Services, Police)
The Context
The availability of substances is of growing concern and has become a significant factor in the prevailing pattern of abuse. The ‘drug culture’ seriously impinges upon the ‘youth culture’ of today. Our young people are exposed to conflicting value systems and require support and guidance in their efforts to achieve initiation into adult society.
The school management of substance - related problems and incidents will take account of the full range of substances including solvents and prescribed drugs as well as substances such as tobacco and alcohol.
The school will also take into consideration the level of maturity of the student, the degree and extent of his involvement in substance abuse, the school’s legal obligations and the student’s entitlements. Because of the complexity of the issues involved in any substance abuse incident each case will be dealt with individually within the guidelines of the policy document.
The Task
The task of the school in this area is framed within the overall academic and pastoral aims of the school and is governed by the ethos towards which the school aspires. This is detailed in the School Development Plan.
The schools’ specific task in this domain is to: 
[1] Develop and increase the self-esteem of our students
[2] Create awareness about substance abuse issues and their associated problems.
[3] Provide comprehensive information to our students about various substances so that informed choices can be made.
[4] Promote the development of self-management skills especially the coping skills required to respond to social/peer pressure and to deal with the probability of the ‘offer situation’.
[5] Cooperate with outside agencies and consider and support behaviour modification strategies when dealing with any student who becomes involved in substance abuse
[6] Ensure that a systematic and coordinated cross-curricular approach to substance abuse involving most subject areas is in place in the school.
[7] Ensure that all staff receive the appropriate training, acquire the necessary skills and are aware of the correct procedures to deal with incidents of substance abuse on the school premises.
[8] Protect all students in the school from risk of injury to themselves or to others.
The Policy
In response to this task the school policy is to:
1] Support the Cross Curricular Theme of Health Education by promoting the concept of preventative health education as part of a whole school process
2] Support the ideal that substance abuse education should be seen as an integral part of the curriculum.
3] Provide a framework for dealing with actual substance abuse.
4] Provide guidelines for dealing with substance related problems.
5] Raise awareness of the issue by
a] Training and networking of staff
b] Providing in formation to parents
c] Liaison with parents and other agencies
6] Cooperate with students, parents and outside agencies in any remedial or therapeutic efforts.
Matters related to substance abuse are viewed within the context of the broad Pastoral Care Policy of the school and are not dealt with as specific or isolated incidents. The emphasis will be placed upon a preventative rather that a reactive model of care. All teachers irrespective of their role are involved in the schools’ pastoral care provision.
Implementation of Policy
The school will ensure that a properly structured and coordinated preventative health education programme is delivered in the school. The coordinator of cross-curricular themes will be responsible for the monitoring and evaluation of this programme. As part of a whole school approach all Heads of Departments will be responsible for ensuring that programmes in their subject areas take account of the C. C. T of Health Education.
As part of the Staff Development Programme of the school, Inset days will be set aside to provide information and training for staff in substance abuse issues. Where appropriate staff will also be encouraged to avail of specialist training offered by the B.E.L.B or other agencies.
The school will also, through the Parents’ Association, Parent Meetings and bulletins in form and update parents about substance abuse issues at regular intervals.
Contacts will also be established with agencies, which specialise in substance abuse issues and close liaison maintained.
School Response to Substance Abuse
A student who attempts to sell/or sells illicit substances on the school premises will be expelled.
(The Board of Governors ‘on appeal’ may re-admit the student subject to certain safeguards and undertakings)
A student who actively engages in substance abuse on the school premises will be suspended. Students who involve themselves in such activities place the school, themselves and others at risk. In such cases parents will be contacted and requested to come to the school and assume the care and control of the student. If a parent cannot be contacted or is unwilling to assume this responsibility the Educational Welfare Officer will be requested to do so. The student will only be readmitted following a parental interview with the Year Teacher.
If the substance abuse involves an illicit substance the school will inform the relevant agencies i.e. Social Services and Police.
In such an event, a case conference involving the student, his parents, the year teacher and a Vice Principal will be convened to ascertain the extent of the problem. Parents and students will be advised about counseling agencies.
The student will be suspended from school for a minimum period of five days and only permitted to return to school pending the outcome of the case conference. The student will furthermore be requested to undergo substance abuse counselling or give adequate assurances that such counselling will be undertaken (the school will require the date, time and name of the counselling agency involved).
Abuse of illicit substances can effect a students behavior, inability to concentrate or settle in class, tiredness, lethargy, disinterest and a careless attitude to life generally and school work in particular are identified symptoms. Where a student displays symptoms which staff in their professional judgment consider attributable to substance abuse, the student and his parents will be requested to attend an interview. The issue of substance abuse will be raised. Subsequent to this the normal disciplinary sanctions of the school as outlined in the Schools’ Discipline Policy, will be imposed.
